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MEMORANDUM FOR ARMY STANDARDS IMPROVEMENT EXECUTIVE.
DR. KENNETH OSCAR
NAVY STANDARDS IMPROVEMENT EXZCUTIVE,
MR. DANIEL PORTER |
AIR FORCE STANDARDS IMPROVEMENT EXECUTIVE,
MR. JAMES BAIR
DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY STANDARDS
IMPROVEMENT EXECUTIVE, COL. DONALD KLOVSTAD

SUBJECT: Policy Memo 95-2A, “Processing Performance Specfications”

The attachea revision to Policy Memo 95-2 makes changes to incorporate the
decision by the Defense Standaras improvement Council to have the document
-identifier reflect whether a specification is a performance or detailed specification. A
few other minor administrative changes have been made to adcdress feeaback from
your activities who are implementing this direction. Please take appropriate action to
expeditiously transmit these new procedures to your activities.

Walter B. Bergmann,
Chairman
Defense Stangards improvement Council

Attachment

cc: DUSD(AR)
DASD(IA)
DepSOs



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 'DOD) POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ON
PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS LISTED IN THE [OD INDEX OF
SPECIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS (Dol SS)

1. General. DoD acuvities snall develop ang use pe'n'ormancel specitications insteaa of
detall government spectiications wnerever possiole.

2. Definition. A performance specification states requirements in terms of the. required
results with critefia for verifying comptiance, but without stating the methoas for
acnhieving the required results. A pertormance specification defines the functional
requirements for the item, the environment in which it must operate, and interface and
intercnangeability characteristics. ‘

3. Certitying Performance Specifications. Each Military Department and Defense
Agency shall establish procedures for senior management certification of performance
spectfications that wiil be usted in the DoDISS. A copy of each certified periormance
specification to be listed in the DoDISS shall be sent for information oniy to
OASD(ESY/IA/AP. Standardization Program Division, 5203 Leesburg Pike. Suite 1403,
Falls Church, VA 22041-3466.

4. Processing New or Revised Performance Specifications. Newiy developed DoDISS
performance specifications and military specifications whose content was revised to

meet the definition ot performance specifications shall be processed in accordance with
the deveiopment procedures for DoD standardization documerits in DoD 4120.3-M,
“Detense Standardization Program Policies and Procedures,” except document
approval shatl comply with paragraph 3 above.

S. Redesignation of Military Specifications to Performance Spzcifications. Where
‘military specifications exist that already meet the aefinition of 2 pertormance

spectfication. the specification preparing activity snail follow the procedures below. It is
‘mportant to note that the change to the document identifier does not change the basic
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document number. Such things as part numbers, cataloging data, and drawings shouid

remain unaffected and wiil not require a change.

a. Change the heading on the first page of the document from “MILITARY
SPECIFICATION" to “PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATION.” Renlace the middle letter of
the document identifier with the letters “PR~." For example. “MIL-A-123C" wouid
become “MIL-PRF-123C." This change to the “:sument identfier only needs to appear
on the first page. The note below shall be placed in the upper 'eft hand corner of the.
replacement first page. These shall be the only changes made. There shall not be any
change made to the revision level, date, title, or content.



‘"NOTE: The gocument igentfier ana heaging nas peen changea on this page to retlect
that this i1s a pertormance specification. There are no Other nanges to this document.
The cocument igenuiier on subsequent pages nas not been cnanged. dut wil be
changed the next time this aocument Is revisea.”

b. If there 1s an amendment to the spectiication. the same aaministrative change
Jdescribed in item a. above must be made to the iatest amencment as well. There shall
2e no other changes to the amenament.

c. Have the specification certified as stated in paragrapn 3 above.

d. Send a copy of the revised first page onty to the Detense Printing Service
Detachment Office, Building 4D, NPM-DoDSSP. 700 Robbins Avenue Philadelphia, PA
19111-5094. A print order form is not required. but the prepering activity shall prepare
a memorandum requesting that the attached revised first page be rescanned in the
Print On Demand System and that the document be fisted in the DoDISS as a
pertormance specification. The memorandum shail aiso identify, by name and title, the
~ certifying authority for the performance specification.

e. The DoD Singie Stock Point shall make the necesséry changes to the Print
On Demand system and the ASSIST data base to designate the specification as a
performance specification. The normal automatic distribution of the document is not
necessary since this is an administrative, not technical. chanZa. A notice shall appear
in the DoDISS Notice listing all of the military specifications that were administratively
changed to performance specifications for that period.



